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This Week's Speaker: Nancy Wright Beasley

Nancy Wright Beasley, a member of Brandermill Rotary in Midlothian, VA, as well as a
polio survivor, has been a journalist for almost 40 years, including 16 years as a
contributing editor and columnist for Richmond magazine. She has spoken at numerous
Rotary functions, including district conferences.

Nancy is the author of Izzy's Fire and The Little Lion, both of which are set in Lithuania
during World War Il. She has spoken and held book signings (donating a portion of the
proceeds to PolioPlus) at many Rotary clubs, including those in Lithuania and Israel. She
has also given presentations at the U.S. and the British embassies in Lithuania, and
participated in numerous author panels and programs at schools and universities,
including Yale. Her books have been continuously used since 2005 in classrooms from
middle schools to universities. The Little Lion was adapted for the stage in 2016. During
the world premiere, Nancy orchestrated ticket sales for a special project, resulting in
$4,512 being raised for PolioPlus in one day.

A polio survivor, who was not supposed to walk again, Nancy has been a member of
Brandermill Rotary for 12 years, a Paul Harris fellow and was named as Brandermill’s
Outstanding Rotarian for 2015-2016. In 2010, Nancy led the effort to raise nearly
$12,000 for physical therapy equipment installed at Lopselis Children’s Rehabilitative
Hospital, located in Kaunas, Lithuania, where 65 children (who have emotional, mental,
and/or physical problems) make their home. Through the combined efforts of
Brandermill Rotary, Kaunas Rotary (in Kaunas, Lithuania), and the Chicagoland Rotary
Club of Lithuanians (in Chicago, IL), the Triplet Sister Project was completed in 2013,
through a Rl grant.

The author earned an MS at the Virginia Commonwealth University (2000) and an MFA in
Children’s Literature at Hollins University (2011). In 2005, the Richmond YWCA named
Nancy as one of Ten Outstanding Women in Central Virginia. In 2006, the Virginia Press
Women named her as their Communicator of the Achievement, an honor given annually
to one journalist in the state. The Library of Virginia named Izzy’s Fire as a finalist for the
People’s Choice Award in 2006.

2017 GB is fast approaching
Time to get ready for the 2017 Governor's Ball!
Just a couple of quick appeals:

e Invite your friends
o Tickets are $125 per guest ($250 per couple). Please invite people who
will also donate at the event, because that is how the Club raises money
to do good works.
o Printed invitations are available from Lorri Christopher
(lorri504@gmail.com)
e We still need gifts to auction
o If anyone has a million or more frequent flyer points, please consider
donating 100,000 points to the Governors Ball. Contact Rick Woods for
details at sdoowrm@gmail.com
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o If you know someone that owns a company, ask them for a corporate gift
to be auctioned off at the event
= They can claim the full retail value of the gift on their corporation's
taxes
= Get great exposure for their company's product, while helping the
Club's efforts to do good works.
e Example is 3 Bedroom makeover being donated by one
member's golfing buddy. The member had the
"connection" and most importantly, he asked.
e Plan to drive safely the night of the Ball
o $94 rooms ($112.16 with all taxes) are available at the Westin for the
night of the Ball but must be reserved before 5 PM on 02/14/17. When the
Ball is done, take an elevator to your room and get a good night's sleep.
Awake refreshed and head home in daylight. You can reserve a room by
visiting Westin's secure website using this link
https://www.starwoodmeeting.com/Book/GCQQ1H1AI
e We still need volunteers.
e Go to the volunteer site by clicking here to sign up for specific activities leading
up to the Ball

2017-18 Rl President lan H.S. Riseley announces his
presidential theme, Rotary: Making a Difference

Rotary International President-elect lan H.S. Riseley made the case on Monday that
protecting the environment and curbing climate change are essential to Rotary’s goal of
sustainable service. Riseley, a member of the Rotary Club of Sandringham, Victoria,
Australia, unveiled the 2017-18 presidential theme, Rotary: Making a Difference, to
incoming district governors at Rotary’s

International Assembly in San Diego, California, USA.

Environmental degradation and global climate change are serious threats to everyone,
Riseley said. “They are having a disproportionate impact on those who are most
vulnerable, those to whom Rotary has the greatest responsibility. Yet environmental
issues rarely register on the Rotary agenda,” he said.

Environmental degradation is one of the major threats listed by the UN’s High-level
Panel on Threats, Challenges, and Change. Riseley added, “The time is long past when
environmental sustainability can be dismissed as not Rotary’s concern. It is, and must
be, everyone’s concern.”

The president-elect challenged every Rotary club to make a difference by planting a tree
for each of its members between the start of the Rotary year on 1 July and Earth Day on
22 April 2018. Trees remove carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gases from the air,
which slows global warming.

“It is my hope that the result of that effort will be far greater than the environmental
benefit that those 1.2 million new trees will bring,” Riseley said. “I believe the greater
result will be a Rotary that recognizes our responsibility not only to the people on our
planet, but to the planet itself.”

Securing Rotary’s future

In his address to the 2017-18 class of district governors, Riseley also urged clubs to
improve their gender balance and lower the average age of their members. Only 22
percent of Rotary’s members are women, up from 13 percent 10 years ago. At that rate,
Riseley said, it will take another three decades for Rotary to achieve gender parity.



https://rotary6900.org/v2/club/61
https://www.facebook.com/118471010686
https://twitter.com/DunwoodyRotary
https://www.starwoodmeeting.com/Book/GCQQ1H1A
http://portal.clubrunner.ca/3192/Event/2017-govenors-ball

“Three decades is far too long to wait to achieve a Rotary that reflects the world in
which we live. We need to make it a priority now,” he said. Noting that 103 of the 539
incoming governors are women, Riseley said they are the type of women we need in
Rotary, “leaders who will help Rotary connect with, and represent, and better serve, all
of the members of all our communities.”

Riseley also believes it is imperative that clubs find ways to attract and engage younger
members. Today only 5 percent of reported members are under 40, and a majority of
members are over 60, Riseley told the audience. “Consider what Rotary stands to look
like 10 or 20 years from now if we don’t get very serious, very soon, about bringing in
younger members,” Riseley said.

Clubs will make a difference this year through their own decisions, said Riseley, but it
will take teamwork on a global scale to move Rotary forward and secure its future.

“We know that we can do more together than we could ever hope to do alone,” he told
incoming governors. “l ask you to keep that spirit of teamwork and cooperation always
in your minds and to take it back with you to your districts.”

Trivia Challenge

RCD Trivia Question of the Week:

To how many students has our club awarded the Rotary Ambassadorial
Scholarship to study abroad?

Email eleni.bafas@gmail.com with the correct answer! The FIRST to email me with the
CORRECT answer will have the automatic opportunity to draw a card for a chance to win
the Laws of Life drawing during this week's meeting!

The correct answer and trivia winner will be announced during the meeting. This new
trivia challenge will continue each week, so be sure to keep checking the bulletin for the
latest trivia question.

Thank you to everyone who made this trivia challenge possible, including Dottie Toney,
Bill Mulkey and Tina Philpot, and for YOU for participating! We hope that you enjoy
the challenge and learn more about Rotary and our Club in the process!

GB Menu Selections Explained

Rotarians and your guests, please note this expansion of the information on the menu
selection card before returning it to Michelle Annett:

1) Beef: Marinated filet of beef tenderloin with roasted shallots in aged port reduction
with gratin potatoes

-Or-

2) Fish: Seared scallops and shrimp with asparagus, tomato and lemon-scented
fingerling potatoes

_Or-

3) Vegetarian Plate




Your choice is served with house salad with shredded carrots, tomatoes, and cucumbers,
chef's choice of dressings; bread and butter; chef’s dessert selection; freshly brewed
Starbucks’ coffee, and an assortment of Tazo herbal teas. There is also an open bar, of
course.

Photos of Club Events

We are preparing the end of year scrapbook and are desperately short of photos
covering meetings and events that have occurred during the 2016-2017 year. Please
check your cell phones and /or computers for any pictures you may have. We need them
by this Friday (02/17/17).

If you have any, please send them by email to otness_r@mindspring.com with a brief
description of the photo (i.e. event & ~ date), or send a text to 770-715-9251 with the
description and attach the photo.

Sign up to be a volunteer for 2017 Rl Convention

If you are already registered to attend the 2017 RI convention, now is the time to sign
up to also do a single 4 hour volunteer shift. Rl needs to order materials (hats, vests,
etc.)and plan training sessions. To do that they need to know the number of volunteers
from each club. We have one of the highest percentage of club members signed up to
attend the 2017 RI Convention, but are currently one of the least best clubs in terms of
the % of club attendees that have committed to volunteer for a single 4 hour shift during
the convention. Lets move the dial on this and become one of the best clubs in terms of
percent of attendees that have volunteered.

Like many of us, | have been waiting for a formal signal to go sign up. Consider this to
be the formal request to volunteer. Below are the simple steps you need to follow to
"officially" volunteer. If you have any questions please call Rick Otness at 770-715-9251,
or email the question(s) to otness_r@mindspring.com .

Steps

Visit www.rotaryconvention2017.org/volunteer.
Click on the Volunteer Registration Form link.
Fill out the form completely.

Click on the Send Volunteer Registratio

Ll S =

Thanks To The “Gold Sponsors” Of The 23rd Annual
Governor’s Ball “Wish Upon A Star”

Each year, the Rotary Club of Dunwoody funds its charitable activities by way of two
annual events, our Governor’s Ball being one of the events. The 2016 Governor’s Ball
had net revenues of $47,453. Our 2016 “Gold Sponsors” helped our club do some very
special activities in the local, national, and international community. We want you to
express your appreciation to these generous sponsors.

Gold Sponsors

John & Jacquelyne Carr
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Bill & Les Woulfin
Robert W. “Buzz” Law -- Creative Financial Group

Chris Gutschenritter -- Ashford Financial

Trivia Challenge

Trivia Answer: 7

Missed Meeting Make-Up Information
Make-Up a Missed Meeting <> Visit an E-Club!!!

Please help the Rotary Club of Dunwoody lead District 6900 in attendance
average!

Rotary International has approved the request of 27 clubs to form with virtual or
electronic locations. A visit to one of these E-CLUBS may satisfy a club member's make-
up requirement, if this online visit counts. Also read "E-CLUBS forge new path for
Rotary," a Web-exclusive feature story at www.rotary.org about Rotary E-CLUBS.

http://makeup.rotaryeclubofthesouth.org/
http://recswusa.org

http://www.rotaryeclubone.org
http://www.rotaryeclubnyl.com
http://www.rotaryeclubsouthwest.org
http://www.rotaryeclub7890.org
http://www.rotaryeclub3310.org/index.asp
http://www.rotary-eclubd3450.org/en/
http://www.rotaryeclubzante.gr (Greek and English)
FOR A LIST OF OTHER ONLINE SITES:

www.rotary.org/newsroom/downloadcenter/pdfs/eclub ...

From the desk of the Newsletter Editor

Send your Newsletter submission to rcdnewsletter@yahoo.com
Our Club's Weekly Newsletter typically consists of:

e Speaker bio
o New Member Name(s)
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Featured article(s) (regarding events, service projects, or on-going topics general
club administrative items, etc..).

Foundation initiatives or other topics of interest to Members and with value for
our Club archives.

e Announcements (seeking volunteers, advertising service projects, etc.)
e For Your Calendar (Club and other activities we encourage members and/or their

spouses to attend, including Family of Rotary events
Member News (birthdays, anniversaries, accomplishments, Caring Hands)

Please keep in mind key components to include with your submission:

Title of your article

Description of the activity

Dates, Time, Location, deadline, etc... (especially for upcoming events)

Key Points of Contact Information and/or a link to reference website for details
Names and/or headcount of Rotarians (and others) participating,

The reaction of those benefiting and the numbers of those benefiting.
Picture(s)

Please also tell me the number of weeks would you like the article published.
Finally, the deadline for articles to run in the current week are Mondays by 5 p.m.

If you have any questions feel free to ask.

Thank you!

Eleni




