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Rotary Christmas party cheers military families

The Rotary Club of Thomasville wanted the military families of the 1230th
Transportation Company of the Georgia National Guard to feel the warm regard
in which they are held.

After a Christmas dinner and party Sunday at the armory, the club could
announce: Mission accomplished.

The club purchased 14 turkeys, 30 gallons of iced tea, rolls and tubs of mashed
potatoes, cranberry sauce and dressing to put together a bountiful holiday feast
for the more than 200 people present. Rotarian Angela Williamson talked 25 club
members into bringing a cornucopia of homemade desserts.

Club members also decorated the hall in the spirit of the holiday Rotarian Joe
Brown, a retired Army colonel who organized the event, explained that showing
appreciation for first responders, including the men and women in uniform, is the
club’s overarching theme this year.

“It was only natural that providing a holiday party for the soldiers and their
families would be the best way to show our support for them,” he said. “Holidays
are often the most lonely times for soldiers who find themselves deployed to
some remote corner of the world, frequently in harm’s way and separated from
their loved ones. Their families’ joy in the holiday season is dampened by
concern about their safety and their absence. When soldiers are able to celebrate
the holidays with loved ones and friends, that is a special blessing and we wanted
to do our part to provide that opportunity for them this year.”

Before the families lined up for heaping plates of food, their children cavorted on
a bounce house and slide. Afterwards the Thomasville Music and Drama Troupe
sang Christmas songs, with families joining in. And kids picked up tickets for the
raffling of a turkey The soldiers and their families come every year from all
around Georgia for a December family holiday But this one was special.

“This is the first time we’ve had a whole meal catered,” 1st Sgt. Carl Belin of
Bainbridge said. “It’s real nice of the Rotary Club to do this.”

“It means a lot,” Staff Sgt. Steve Goodman, a squad leader and heavy equipment
operator from Pelham, seconded. “It’s great to have the families here and
everybody happy” Capt. Janna Hoeg, the company’s new commander, said
getting families involved with the unit was paramount. “Family support is huge

for the military.”

The guardsmen, who call themselves the “Road Hawgs,” recently traveled to Fort
Stewart in Hinesville to help with cleanup after Hurricane Matthew. In 2013-14,
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the company deployed to Afghanistan for a year.

“We want you to know that we appreciate your service and the sacrifices you
make to keep us safe and secure,” Rotary Club President Jeff Zoller told the
soldiers.

Two of the guardsmen received special recognition. Rotarian Grady Enlow
presented Peacemaker Awards from Thomas University to Sgt. Keanon Tinney
and Spec. Michael Donaldson for their community service. Both worked with
Hands on Thomas County and did storm cleanup. Tinney also did finger painting
with hospitalized children and Donaldson carried the colors at the Rose City
Festival.

The company’s leaders dished out the food to the soldiers and their families.
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Parents helped their children navigate the tricky footing of the bounce house.
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The Thomasville Music and Drama Troupe, composed of students from around
Thomas County, sang Christmas music.
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Staff Sgt. Andrea Wilson of Columbus showed her festive spirit by wearing a
pair of reindeer antlers.
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